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3327.01 Transportation of pupils. 
 
Notwithstanding division (D) of section 3311.19 and division (D) of section 
3311.52 of the Revised Code, this section and sections 3327.011, 3327.012, 
and 3327.02 of the Revised Code do not apply to any joint vocational or 
cooperative education school district. 
 
In all city, local, and exempted village school districts where resident school 
pupils in grades kindergarten through eight live more than two miles from the 
school for which the state board of education prescribes minimum standards 
pursuant to division (D) of section 3301.07 of the Revised Code and to which 
they are assigned by the board of education of the district of residence or to 
and from the nonpublic or community school which they attend the board of 
education shall provide transportation for such pupils to and from such 
school except as provided in section 3327.02 of the Revised Code. 
 
In all city, local, and exempted village school districts where pupil 
transportation is required under a career-technical plan approved by the 
state board of education under section 3313.90 of the Revised Code, for any 
student attending a career-technical program operated by another school 
district, including a joint vocational school district, as prescribed under that 
section, the board of education of the student’s district of residence shall 
provide transportation from the public high school operated by that district 
to which the student is assigned to the career-technical program. 
 
In all city, local, and exempted village school districts the board may provide 
transportation for resident school pupils in grades nine through twelve to 
and from the high school to which they are assigned by the board of 
education of the district of residence or to and from the nonpublic or 
community high school which they attend for which the state board of 
education prescribes minimum standards pursuant to division (D) of section 
3301.07 of the Revised Code. 
 
A board of education shall not be required to transport elementary or high 
school pupils to and from a nonpublic or community school where such 
transportation would require more than thirty minutes of direct travel time as 
measured by school bus from the public school building to which the pupils 
would be assigned if attending the public school designated by the district of 
residence. 
 
Where it is impractical to transport a pupil by school conveyance, a board of 
education may offer payment, in lieu of providing such transportation in 
accordance with section 3327.02 of the Revised Code. 
 
In all city, local, and exempted village school districts the board shall provide 
transportation for all children who are so crippled that they are unable to 
walk to and from the school for which the state board of education 
prescribes minimum standards pursuant to division (D) of section 3301.07 of 
the Revised Code and which they attend. In case of dispute whether the child 
is able to walk to and from the school, the health commissioner shall be the 
judge of such ability. In all city, exempted village, and local school districts 
the board shall provide transportation to and from school or special 
education classes for educable mentally retarded children in accordance 
with standards adopted by the state board of education. 
 
When transportation of pupils is provided the conveyance shall be run on a 
time schedule that shall be adopted and put in force by the board not later 
than ten days after the beginning of the school term. 
The cost of any transportation service authorized by this section shall be 



paid first out of federal funds, if any, available for the purpose of pupil 
transportation, and secondly out of state appropriations, in accordance 
with regulations adopted by the state board of education. 
No transportation of any pupils shall be provided by any board of education 
to or from any school which in the selection of pupils, faculty members, or 
employees, practices discrimination against any person on the grounds of 
race, color, religion, or national origin. 
Effective Date: 06-29-2004; 09-29-2005 
 
3327.02 Resolution declaring impracticality of transportation 
– offer of payment in lieu of transportation. 
 

(A) After considering each of the following factors, the board of education of 
a city, exempted village, or local school district may determine that it is 
impractical to transport a pupil who is eligible for transportation to and 
from a school under section 3327.01 of the Revised Code: 

 
(1) The time and distance required to provide the transportation; 
 
(2) The number of pupils to be transported; 

 
(3) The cost of providing transportation in terms of equipment, 
maintenance, personnel, and administration; 

 
(4) Whether similar or equivalent service is provided to other pupils 
eligible for transportation; 

 
(5) Whether and to what extent the additional service unavoidably 
disrupts current transportation schedules; 

 
(6) Whether other reimbursable types of transportation are available. 

 
(B)  

 
(1) Based on its consideration of the factors established in division 
(A) of this section, the board may pass a resolution declaring the 
impracticality of transportation. The resolution shall include each 
pupil’s name and the reason for impracticality. 

 
(2) The board shall report its determination to the state board of 
education in a manner determined by the state board. 

 
(3) The board of education of a local school district additionally shall 
submit the resolution for concurrence to the educational service 
center that contains the local district’s territory. If the educational 
service center governing board considers transportation by school 
conveyance practicable, it shall so inform the local board and 
transportation shall be provided by such local board. If the 
educational service center board agrees with the view of the local 
board, the local board may offer payment in lieu of transportation 
as provided in this section. 

 
(C) After passing the resolution declaring the impracticality of transportation, 
the district board shall offer to provide payment in lieu of transportation 
by doing the following: 

 
(1) In accordance with guidelines established by the department of 
education, informing the pupil’s parent, guardian, or other person 
in charge of the pupil of both of the following: 

 
(a) The board’s resolution; 



(b) The right of the pupil’s parent, guardian, or other person in 
charge of the pupil to accept the offer of payment in lieu of 
transportation or to reject the offer and instead request the 
department to initiate mediation procedures. 

 
(2) Issuing the pupil’s parent, guardian, or other person in charge of 
the pupil a contract or other form on which the parent, guardian, 
or other person in charge of the pupil is given the option to accept 
or reject the board’s offer of payment in lieu of transportation. 

 
(D) If the parent, guardian, or other person in charge of the pupil accepts 
the offer of payment in lieu of providing transportation, the board shall 
pay the parent, guardian, or other person in charge of the child an 
amount that shall be not less than the amount determined by the 
department of education as the minimum for payment in lieu of 
transportation, and not more than the amount determined by the 
department as the average cost of pupil transportation for the previous 
school year. Payment may be prorated if the time period involved is only 
a part of the school year. 

 
(E)  
 

(1)  
(a) Upon the request of a parent, guardian, or other person in 
charge of the pupil who rejected the payment in lieu of 
transportation, the department shall conduct mediation 
procedures. 

 
(b) If the mediation does not resolve the dispute, the state board 
of education shall conduct a hearing in accordance with 
Chapter 119 of the Revised Code. The state board may 
approve the payment in lieu of transportation or may order 
the board of education to provide transportation. The decision 
of the state board is binding in subsequent years and on future 
parties in interest provided the facts of the determination 
remain comparable. 

 
(2) The school district shall provide transportation for the pupil from 
the time the parent, guardian, or other person in charge of the pupil 
requests mediation until the matter is resolved under division 
(E)(1)(a) or (b) of this section. 

 
(F) 
 

 (1) If the department determines that a school district board has 
failed or is failing to provide transportation as required by division 
(E)(2) of this section or as ordered by the state board under 
division (E)(1)(b) of this section, the department shall order the 
school district board to pay to the pupil’s parent, guardian, or 
other person in charge of the pupil, an amount equal to the state 
average daily cost of transportation as determined by the state 
board of education for the previous year. The school district board 
shall make payments on a schedule ordered by the department. 

 
(2) If the department subsequently finds that a school district board is 
not in compliance with an order issued under division (F)(1) of this 
section and the affected pupils are enrolled in a nonpublic or 
community school, the department shall deduct the amount that 
the board is required to pay under that order from any payments 
the department makes to the school district board under division 

 
 



(D) of section 3317.022 of the Revised Code. The department shall 
use the moneys so deducted to make payments to the nonpublic 
or community school attended by the pupil. The department shall 
continue to make the deductions and payments required under 
this division until the school district board either complies with 
the department’s order issued under division (F)(1) of this section 
or begins providing transportation. 

 
(G) A nonpublic or community school that receives payments from the 
department under division (F)(2) of this section shall do either of the 
following: 

 
(1) Disburse the entire amount of the payments to the parent, 
guardian, or other person in control of the pupil affected by the 
failure of the school district of residence to provide transportation; 

 
(2) Use the entire amount of the payments to provide acceptable 
transportation for the affected pupil. 
Effective Date: 04-08-2003 

 
3327.10 Qualifications of drivers. 
 

(A) No person shall be employed as driver of a school bus or motor van, 
owned and operated by any school district or educational service center 
or privately owned and operated under contract with any school district 
or service center in this state, who has not received a certificate from 
the educational service center governing board in case such person is 
employed by a service center or by a local school district under the 
supervision of the service center governing board, or by the 
superintendent of schools, in case such person is employed by the 
board of a city or exempted village school district, certifying that such 
person is at least eighteen years of age and is of good moral character 
and is qualified physically and otherwise for such position. The service 
center governing board or the superintendent, as the case may be, shall 
provide for an annual physical examination that conforms with rules 
adopted by the state board of education of each driver to ascertain the 
driver’s physical fitness for such employment. Any certificate may be 
revoked by the authority granting the same on proof that the holder has 
been guilty of failing to comply with division (D)(1) of this section, or 
upon a conviction or a guilty plea for a violation, or any other action, 
that results in a loss or suspension of driving rights. Failure to comply 
with such division may be cause for disciplinary action or termination of 
employment under division (C) of section 3319.081, or section 124.34 of 
the Revised Code. 

 
(B) No person shall be employed as driver of a school bus or motor van not 
subject to the rules of the department of education pursuant to division 
(A) of this section who has not received a certificate from the school 
administrator or contractor certifying that such person is at least 
eighteen years of age, is of good moral character, and is qualified 
physically and otherwise for such position. Each driver shall have an 
annual physical examination which conforms to the state highway patrol 
rules, ascertaining the driver’s physical fitness for such employment. 
The examination shall be performed by one of the following: 

 
(1) A person licensed under Chapter 4731 of the Revised Code or by 
another state to practice medicine and surgery or osteopathic 
medicine and surgery; 

 
(2) A physician assistant; 

 



(3) A certified nurse practitioner; 
 
(4) A clinical nurse specialist; 

 
(5) A certified nurse-midwife. 
Any written documentation of the physical examination shall be 
completed by the individual who performed the examination. 
Any certificate may be revoked by the authority granting the same on 
proof that the holder has been guilty of failing to comply with division 
(D)(2) of this section. 

 
(C) Any person who drives a school bus or motor van must give satisfactory 
and sufficient bond except a driver who is an employee of a school 
district and who drives a bus or motor van owned by the school district. 

 
(D) No person employed as driver of a school bus or motor van under this 
section who is convicted of a traffic violation or who has had the 
person's commercial driver’s license suspended shall drive a school bus 
or motor van until the person has filed a written notice of the conviction 
or suspension, as follows: 

 
(1) If the person is employed under division (A) of this section, the 
person shall file the notice with the superintendent, or a person 
designated by the superintendent, of the school district for which 
the person drives a school bus or motor van as an employee or 
drives a privately owned and operated school bus or motor van 
under contract. 

 
(2) If employed under division (B) of this section, the person shall file 
the notice with the employing school administrator or contractor, 
or a person designated by the administrator or contractor. 

 
(E) In addition to resulting in possible revocation of a certificate as 
authorized by divisions (A) and (B) of this section, violation of division 
(D) of this section is a minor misdemeanor. 

 
(F)  

 
(1) Not later than thirty days after June 30, 2007, each owner of a 
school bus or motor van shall obtain the complete driving record 
for each person who is currently employed or otherwise authorized 
to drive the school bus or motor van. An owner of a school bus or 
motor van shall not permit a person to operate the school bus or 
motor van for the first time before the owner has obtained the 
person's complete driving record. Thereafter, the owner of a school 
bus or motor van shall obtain the person’s driving record not less 
frequently than semiannually if the person remains employed or 
otherwise authorized to drive the school bus or motor van. An 
owner of a school bus or motor van shall not permit a person to 
resume operating a school bus or motor van, after an interruption 
of one year or longer, before the owner has obtained the person’s 
complete driving record. 

 
(2) The owner of a school bus or motor van shall not permit a person 
to operate the school bus or motor van for six years after the date 
on which the person pleads guilty to or is convicted of a violation 
of section 4511.19 of the Revised Code or a substantially equivalent 
municipal ordinance. 

 
 (3) An owner of a school bus or motor van shall not permit any 
person to operate such a vehicle unless the person meets all 
other requirements contained in rules adopted by the state board 



of education prescribing qualifications of drivers of school buses 
and other student transportation. 

 
(G) No superintendent of a school district, educational service center, 
community school, or public or private employer shall permit the 
operation of a vehicle used for pupil transportation within this state 
by an individual unless both of the following apply: 

 
(1) Information pertaining to that driver has been submitted to the 
department of education, pursuant to procedures adopted by that 
department. Information to be reported shall include the name of 
the employer or school district, name of the driver, driver license 
number, date of birth, date of hire, status of physical evaluation, 
and status of training. 

 
(2) The most recent criminal records check required by division (J) 
of this section, including information from the federal bureau of 
investigation, has been completed and received by the 
superintendent or public or private employer. 

 
(H) A person, school district, educational service center, community school, 
nonpublic school, or other public or nonpublic entity that owns a school 
bus or motor van, or that contracts with another entity to operate a 
school bus or motor van, may impose more stringent restrictions on 
drivers than those prescribed in this section, in any other section of the 
Revised Code, and in rules adopted by the state board. 

 
(I) For qualified drivers who, on July 1, 2007, are employed by the owner 
of a school bus or motor van to drive the school bus or motor van, any 
instance in which the driver was convicted of or pleaded guilty to a 
violation of section 4511.19 of the Revised Code or a substantially 
equivalent municipal ordinance prior to two years prior to July 1, 2007, 
shall not be considered a disqualifying event with respect to division (F) 
of this section. 

 
(J)  

(1) This division applies to persons hired by a school district, 
educational service center, community school, chartered 
nonpublic school, or science, technology, engineering, and 
mathematics school established under Chapter 3326. of the 
Revised Code to operate a vehicle used for pupil transportation. 
For each person to whom this division applies who is hired on or 
after November 14, 2007, the employer shall request a criminal 
records check in accordance with section 3319.39 of the Revised 
Code and every six years thereafter. For each person to whom this 
division applies who is hired prior to that date, the employer shall 
request a criminal records check by a date prescribed by the 
department of education and every six years thereafter. 

 
(2) This division applies to persons hired by a public or private 
employer not described in division (J)(1) of this section to operate 
a vehicle used for pupil transportation. 
For each person to whom this division applies who is hired on or 
after November 14, 2007, the employer shall request a criminal 
records check prior to the person’s hiring and every six years 
thereafter. For each person to whom this division applies who is 
hired prior to that date, the employer shall request a criminal 
records check by a date prescribed by the department and every 
six years thereafter. 

 
(3) Each request for a criminal records check under division (J) of 
this section shall be made to the superintendent of the bureau of 



criminal identification and investigation in the manner prescribed 
in section 3319.39 of the Revised Code. Upon receipt of a request, 
the bureau shall conduct the criminal records check in accordance 
with section 109.572 of the Revised Code as if the request had been 
made under section 3319.39 of the Revised Code. 

 
(K) Any person who is the subject of a criminal records check under 
division (J) of this section and has been convicted of or pleaded guilty 
to any offense described in division (C) of section 3319.31 of the 
Revised Code shall not be hired or shall be released from employment. 
Effective September 12, 2008 

 
4511.01 Traffic laws – operation of motor vehicles definitions. 
 
As used in this chapter and in Chapter 4513. of the Revised Code: 
(F) “School bus” means every bus designed for carrying more than nine 
passengers that is owned by a public, private, or governmental agency or 
institution of learning and operated for the transportation of children to or 
from a school session or a school function, or owned by a private person and 
operated for compensation for the transportation of children to or from a 
school session or a school function, provided “school bus” does not include a 
bus operated by a municipally owned transportation system, a mass transit 
company operating exclusively within the territorial limits of a municipal 
corporation, or within such limits and the territorial limits of municipal 
corporations immediately contiguous to such municipal corporation, nor a 
common passenger carrier certified by the public utilities commission unless 
such bus is devoted exclusively to the transportation of children to and from 
a school session or a school function, and “school bus” does not include a 
van or bus used by a licensed child day-care center or type A family day-care 
home to transport children from the child day-care center or type A family 
day-care home to a school if the van or bus does not have more than fifteen 
children in the van or bus at any time. 
 
4511.75 Stopping for stopped school bus. 
 

(A) The driver of a vehicle, streetcar, or trackless trolley upon meeting or 
overtaking from either direction any school bus stopped for the purpose 
of receiving or discharging any school child, person attending programs 
offered by community boards of mental health and county boards of 
mental retardation and developmental disabilities, or child attending a 
program offered by a head start agency, shall stop at least ten feet from 
the front or rear of the school bus and shall not proceed until such 
school bus resumes motion, or until signaled by the school bus driver 
to proceed. 
It is no defense to a charge under this division that the school bus 
involved failed to display or be equipped with an automatically 
extended stop warning sign as required by division (B) of this section. 

 
(B) Every school bus shall be equipped with amber and red visual signals 
meeting the requirements of section 4511.771 of the Revised Code, and 
an automatically extended stop warning sign of a type approved by the 
state board of education, which shall be actuated by the driver of the 
bus whenever but only whenever the bus is stopped or stopping on the 
roadway for the purpose of receiving or discharging school children, 
persons attending programs offered by community boards of mental 
health and county boards of mental retardation and developmental 
disabilities, or children attending programs offered by head start 
agencies. A school bus driver shall not actuate the visual signals or the 
stop warning sign in designated school bus loading areas where the bus 
is entirely off the roadway or at school buildings when children or 
persons attending programs offered by community boards of mental 



health and county boards of mental retardation and developmental 
disabilities are loading or unloading at curbside or at buildings when 
children attending programs offered by head start agencies are loading 
or unloading at curbside. The visual signals and stop warning sign shall 
be synchronized or otherwise operated as required by rule of the board. 

 
(C) Where a highway has been divided into four or more traffic lanes, a 
driver of a vehicle, streetcar, or trackless trolley need not stop for a 
school bus approaching from the opposite direction which has stopped 
for the purpose of receiving or discharging any school child, persons 
attending programs offered by community boards of mental health and 
county boards of mental retardation and developmental disabilities, or 
children attending programs offered by head start agencies. The driver 
of any vehicle, streetcar, or trackless trolley overtaking the school bus 
shall comply with division (A) of this section. 

 
(D) School buses operating on divided highways or on highways with four 
or more traffic lanes shall receive and discharge all school children, 
persons attending programs offered by community boards of mental 
health and county boards of mental retardation and developmental 
disabilities, and children attending programs offered by head start 
agencies on their residence side of the highway. 

 
(E) No school bus driver shall start the driver’s bus until after any child, 
person attending programs offered by community boards of mental 
health and county boards of mental retardation and developmental 
disabilities, or child attending a program offered by a head start agency 
who may have alighted therefrom has reached a place of safety on the 
child’s or person’s residence side of the road. 

 
(F)  
 

(1) Whoever violates division (A) of this section may be fined an 
amount not to exceed five hundred dollars. A person who is issued 
a citation for a violation of division (A) of this section is not 
permitted to enter a written plea of guilty and waive the person’s 
right to contest the citation in a trial but instead must appear in 
person in the proper court to answer the charge. 

 
(2) In addition to and independent of any other penalty provided by 
law, the court or mayor may impose upon an offender who violates 
this section a class seven suspension of the offender’s driver’s 
license, commercial driver’s license, temporary instruction permit, 
probationary license, or nonresident operating privilege from the 
range specified in division (A)(7) of section 4510.02 of the Revised 
Code. When a license is suspended under this section, the court or 
mayor shall cause the offender to deliver the license to the court, 
and the court or clerk of the court immediately shall forward the 
license to the registrar of motor vehicles, together with notice of 
the court’s action. 

 
(G) As used in this section: 

 
(1) “Head start agency” has the same meaning as in section 3301.32 of 
the Revised Code. 

 
(2) “School bus,” as used in relation to children who attend a program 
offered by a head start agency, means a bus that is owned and 
operated by a head start agency, is equipped with an automatically 
extended stop warning sign of a type approved by the state board 
of education, is painted the color and displays the markings 
described in section 4511.77 of the Revised Code, and is equipped 



with amber and red visual signals meeting the requirements of 
section 4511.771 of the Revised Code, irrespective of whether or 
not the bus has fifteen or more children aboard at any time. 
“School bus” does not include a van owned and operated by a 
head start agency, irrespective of its color, lights, or markings. 
Effective Date: 07-01-2004; 06-30-2005 

 
4511.76 Administrative rules for school bus construction, 
design, equipment, operation and licensing. 
 

(A) The department of public safety, by and with the advice of the 
superintendent of public instruction, shall adopt and enforce rules 
relating to the construction, design, and equipment, including lighting 
equipment required by section 4511.771 of the Revised Code, of all 
school buses both publicly and privately owned and operated in this 
state. 

 
(B) The department of education, by and with the advice of the director of 
public safety, shall adopt and enforce rules relating to the operation of 
all vehicles used for pupil transportation. 

 
(C) No person shall operate a vehicle used for pupil transportation within 
this state in violation of the rules of the department of education or 
the department of public safety. No person, being the owner thereof 
or having the supervisory responsibility therefor, shall permit the 
operation of a vehicle used for pupil transportation within this state in 
violation of the rules of the department of education or the department 
of public safety. 

 
(D) The department of public safety shall adopt and enforce rules relating to 
the issuance of a license under section 4511.763 of the Revised Code. The 
rules may relate to the moral character of the applicant; the condition of 
the equipment to be operated; the liability and property damage insurance 
carried by the applicant; the posting of satisfactory and sufficient bond; 
and such other rules as the director of public safety determines reasonably 
necessary for the safety of the pupils to be transported. 

 
(E) As used in this section, “vehicle used for pupil transportation” means 
any vehicle that is identified as such by the department of education by 
rule and that is subject to Chapter 3301-83 of the Administrative Code. 

 
(F) Except as otherwise provided in this division, whoever violates this 
section is guilty of a minor misdemeanor. If the offender previously has 
been convicted of or pleaded guilty to one or more violations of this 
section or section 4511.63, 4511.761, 4511.762, 4511.764, 4511.77, or 
4511.79 of the Revised Code or a municipal ordinance that is 
substantially similar to any of those sections, whoever violates this 
section is guilty of a misdemeanor of the fourth degree. 
Effective Date: 01-01-2004 

 
4511.761 School bus inspections. 
 

(A) The state highway patrol shall inspect every school bus to ascertain 
whether its construction, design, and equipment comply with the 
regulations adopted pursuant to section 4511.76 of the Revised Code 
and all other provisions of law. 
The superintendent of the state highway patrol shall adopt a distinctive 
inspection decal not less than twelve inches in size, and bearing the date 
of the inspection, which shall be affixed to the outside surface of each 
side of each school bus which upon such inspection is found to comply 
with the regulations adopted pursuant to section 4511.76 of the Revised 



Code. The appearance of said decal shall be changed from year to year 
as to shape and color in order to provide easy visual inspection. 
No person shall operate, nor shall any person being the owner thereof 
or having supervisory responsibility therefor permit the operation of, a 
school bus within this state unless there are displayed thereon the 
decals issued by the state highway patrol bearing the proper date of 
inspection for the calendar year for which the inspection decals were 
issued. 

 
(B) Except as otherwise provided in this division, whoever violates this 
section is guilty of a minor misdemeanor. If the offender previously 
has been convicted of or pleaded guilty to one or more violations of 
this section or section 4511.63, 4511.76, 4511.762, 4511.764, 4511.77, 
or 4511.79 of the Revised Code or a municipal ordinance that is 
substantially similar to any of those sections, whoever violates this 
section is guilty of a misdemeanor of the fourth degree. 

 
(C) Whenever a person is found guilty in a court of record of a violation of this 
section, the trial judge, in addition to or independent of all other penalties 
provided by law, may suspend for any period of time not exceeding three 
years, or cancel the license of any person, partnership, association, or 
corporation, issued under section 4511.763 of the Revised Code. 
Effective Date: 01-01-2004 

 
4511.62 Stopping at railroad grade crossing. 
 

(A)  
 

(1) Whenever any person driving a vehicle or trackless trolley 
approaches a railroad grade crossing, the person shall stop within 
fifty feet, but not less than fifteen feet from the nearest rail of the 
railroad if any of the following circumstances exist at the crossing: 

 
(a) A clearly visible electric or mechanical signal device gives 
warning of the immediate approach of a train. 

 
(b) A crossing gate is lowered. 

 
(c) A flagperson gives or continues to give a signal of the 
approach or passage of a train. 

 
(d) There is insufficient space on the other side of the railroad 
grade crossing to accommodate the vehicle or trackless 
trolley the person is operating without obstructing the 
passage of other vehicles, trackless trolleys, pedestrians, 
or railroad trains, notwithstanding any traffic control signal 
indication to proceed. 

 
(e) An approaching train is emitting an audible signal or is plainly 
visible and is in hazardous proximity to the crossing. 

 
(f) There is insufficient undercarriage clearance to safely 
negotiate the crossing. 

 
(2) A person who is driving a vehicle or trackless trolley and who 
approaches a railroad grade crossing shall not proceed as long as 
any of the circumstances described in divisions (A)(1)(a) to (f) of 
this section exist at the crossing. 

 
 
 



(B) No person shall drive any vehicle through, around, or under any 
crossing gate or barrier at a railroad crossing while the gate or barrier 
is closed or is being opened or closed unless the person is signaled by 
a law enforcement officer or flagperson that it is permissible to do so. 

 
(C) Whoever violates this section is guilty of a misdemeanor of the fourth 
degree. 
Effective Date: 01-01-2004 

 
4511.63 Stopping at grade crossings. 
 

(A) Except as provided in division (B) of this section, the operator of any bus, 
any school vehicle, or any vehicle transporting a material or materials 
required to be placarded under 49 C.F.R. Parts 100-185, before crossing at 
grade any track of a railroad, shall stop the vehicle and, while so stopped, 
shall listen through an open door or open window and look in both 
directions along the track for any approaching train, and for signals 
indicating the approach of a train, and shall proceed only upon exercising 
due care after stopping, looking, and listening as required by this section. 
Upon proceeding, the operator of such a vehicle shall cross only in a gear 
that will ensure there will be no necessity for changing gears while 
traversing the crossing and shall not shift gears while crossing the tracks. 

 
(B) This section does not apply at grade crossings when the public utilities 
commission has authorized and approved an exempt crossing as 
provided in this division. 

 
(1) Any local authority may file an application with the commission 
requesting the approval of an exempt crossing. Upon receipt of 
such a request, the commission shall authorize a limited period 
for the filing of comments by any party regarding the application 
and then shall conduct a public hearing in the community seeking 
the exempt crossing designation. The commission shall provide 
appropriate prior public notice of the comment period and the 
public hearing. By registered mail, the commission shall notify 
each railroad operating over the crossing of the comment period. 
 
(2) After considering any comments or other information received, the 
commission may approve or reject the application. By order, the 
commission may establish conditions for the exempt crossing 
designation, including compliance with division (b) of 49 C.F.R. 
Part 392.10, when applicable. An exempt crossing designation 
becomes effective only when appropriate signs giving notice of the 
exempt designation are erected at the crossing as ordered by the 
commission and any other conditions ordered by the commission 
are satisfied. 

 
(3) By order, the commission may rescind any exempt crossing 
designation made under this section if the commission finds that 
a condition at the exempt crossing has changed to such an extent 
that the continuation of the exempt crossing designation 
compromises public safety. The commission may conduct a 
public hearing to investigate and determine whether to rescind 
the exempt crossing designation. If the commission rescinds the 
designation, it shall order the removal of any exempt crossing 
signs and may make any other necessary order. 

 
(C) As used in this section: 

 
(1) “School vehicle” means any vehicle used for the transportation of 
pupils to and from a school or school-related function if the vehicle 



is owned or operated by, or operated under contract with, a public 
or nonpublic school. 

 
(2) “Bus” means any vehicle originally designed by its manufacturer to 
transport sixteen or more passengers, including the driver, or 
carries sixteen or more passengers, including the driver. 

 
(3) “Exempt crossing” means a highway rail grade crossing authorized 
and approved by the public utilities commission under division (B) 
of this section at which vehicles may cross without making the 
stop otherwise required by this section. 

 
(D) Except as otherwise provided in this division, whoever violates this 
section is guilty of a minor misdemeanor. If the offender previously has 
been convicted of or pleaded guilty to one or more violations of this 
section or section 4511.76, 4511.761, 4511.762, 4511.764, 4511.77, or 
4511.79 of the Revised Code or a municipal ordinance that is 
substantially similar to any of those sections, whoever violates this 
section is guilty of a misdemeanor of the fourth degree. 
Effective Date: 01-01-2004; 05-18-2005 


